
The National Honey Show opens this month at St George’s College, 
Weybridge.  The event runs from the afternoon of Thursday 27th Octo-
ber to 4:30pm on Saturday 29th October. 

With the exception of the years during the Second World War the show 
has been held annually since 1923.  This year there is an extensive pro-
gramme of workshops and lec-
tures from international experts as 
well as numerous trade stands.  

 The competitive classes include 
honey, mead, confectionery, 
beeswax and much more.  There 
are even classes dedicated to Sus-
sex members.  Late entries will be 
accepted until 22nd October for a 
small fee. 

New Association members will 
enjoy a reduced entry fee and all eligible members will have received a 
letter of invitation from the National Honey Show Chairman. 

Full details are available on the show’s website www.honeyshow.co.uk  

Enjoy! 
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Can You Help Research? 

Two universities are seeking information from beekeepers.  Please help 
by completing the online surveys:- 

University of Lincoln - the survey can be accessed via the following link - 
www.surveymonkey.com/s/WMCDHS7  Further information from 
bcrabb@lincoln.ac.uk 

University of Plymouth -                                                       
www.surveymonkey.com/s/KL3HYKD  Further information from                  
Isabel.french@students.plymouth.ac.uk 
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In a short series of articles the divisions spotlight their apiaries.  Roger Patterson is President and Api-
ary Manager for Wisborough Green BKA. 
 
The apiary was started in the mid 1960’s and has been on the same farm ever since, although we have 
had three different locations. 

The purpose is to give tuition to all abilities and al-
though it has been difficult in recent years due to the 
huge influx of new beekeepers we have managed quite 
well. 
 
Our teaching concentrates on the basics and handling 
techniques and we provide whatever facilities members 
need in order to keep their bees healthy and efficiently.  
To support the apiary we have a comprehensive library, 
winter lectures and information on the website - 
www.wgbka.org.uk.  There is also the opportunity to 
email or phone for help.  Virtually all the teaching is 

done at the apiary and we don’t have a mentoring system as we found it very time consuming and fewer 
people got the benefit. 
 
In 2009 we had so many people attend meetings who had never seen inside a beehive before that it was 
disrupting scheduled meetings so we introduced ability groups, beginner, intermediate and advanced. 
New people could come to preliminary events that were held outside normal meetings.  This arrange-
ment has worked very well. 
 
We have ten approved demonstrators and they take members in groups of 6-8, although these numbers 
can grow with a few late comers.  We also have specialist groups for things such as queen finding, 
queen clipping and marking or seeing eggs and larvae.  There are two tests with 20 factual questions, 
one basic the other advanced. 
 
We only teach one method as it means far less confusion for beginners and if someone has a problem at 
home they can usually be helped out from a distance if they have done what they have been taught.  We 
usually get over 50 attendees at a meeting and we aim to let them all handle a colony on their own under 
supervision, but that isn’t always possible.  That is one of the reasons why we have so many colonies in 
the apiary. 
 
There is a queen rearing and bee improvement group where we use several methods.  In 2011 we had 
around 20 queen mating nuclei.  We experienced the queen performance problems that have been a 
problem to many for some time and found queen introduction particularly difficult.  
Roger 

Wisborough Green Division’s Apiary at Dounhurst Farm 
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London Honey Show - 10th October 

Lancaster London is to host the first “London Honey Show” and “London Beekeeper of the Year” compe-
tition on 10th October.  The event will be held in the newly refurbished Westbourne Suite, from 6-9pm, 
and will be free to enter.  Swarms of bee keeping enthusiasts and honey lovers are expected to attend.  
See the West Sussex BKA website for full details. 
 



Have your bees given you a good honey harvest?   

Please remember to complete the South East Honey Survey.  Details are in the 
September edition of County News and on the West Sussex BKA website. 

 

 

 

Around the Divisions 

Honey Harvest 

“Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the activities with readers of the activities with readers of the activities with readers of the 

County News”County News”County News”County News”    
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

 

Chichester Division 
All meetings are now held at the Boxgrove Village Hall, The Street, Boxgrove at 7:30pm. 

Tuesday 18th October - Bumble Bees.  Dr. Nikki Gammans. 
Further details from Nigel Dedman njk.dedman@btinternet.com or the Division’s website 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 

 

Wisborough Green Division 

Apiary meetings are at Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green. 

Saturday 15th October - Apiary Meeting at 12:00 (Beginners & Intermediates). Advanced at 
2:30pm. 

Further details from John Glover glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or website www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 13th October - Ferring Village Hall, 7:30pm.  Soap and Candle Making.  Liz and 
Derek Ready. 

Details from Phil Carter philange5180@btinternet.com  or website www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

 

80th National Honey Show 

27th - 29th October - St George’s College, Weybridge, Surrey. 

Details at www.honeyshow.co.uk  



Mike Bunyan from Wisborough Green shares his experience of attending the Cranleigh Agricultural So-
ciety Show in August.  Photos courtesy of John Glover. 
 

It was a 5.30am start for me, though I soon discovered after jumping in the shower that the boiler doesn't 
get up that early on a Sunday morning!  A quick coffee and I was on my way arriving at the Showground 
just before 7am.   
 
Our pitch was next to the poultry tent where the cockerel was letting everybody know it was morn-
ing.  Roger arrived with Meg and Nell, and then Daisy and Martin with Dillon. Our next stop was the 
Stockman's bar for a proper English breakfast.  In the tent a small lad was shouting out the food or-
ders.  He was very loud, I think people in Guildford 
could hear him!  But Roger couldn't resist going up 
to tell him that we couldn't quite hear him, so the lad 
shouted even louder and got redder in the face as he 
yelled out the orders. 
  
Back at the pitch we started to set up as the rest of the 
team arrived.  We had the usual kerfuffle of erecting 
the gazebo (it never seems to get any easier!), health 
and safety procedures were carried out, St. John's Am-
bulance notified and all forms signed and returned to 
Graham.   
  
All of the factsheets, photos and information were dis-
played on boards.   The Ready's arrived with all of their honey products and Joseph's fabulous fudge - a 
great crowd-puller.  On another table we had a full and virtual hive, with Sue and Graham telling every-
body about the hive construction and getting people to look for the Queen in the virtual hive.  There was 
also an extractor on display to show people how it works.  Inside the gazebo we had two observation 
hives made up by Roger.  These were being explained by the members who helped on the day: Roger, 
John, Gordon, Tom, Maggie, Daisy and Martin.  

  
The sun shone and we enjoyed a constant flow of interested people, 
with questions coming from all angles, and lots of information 
handed out about different associations in the area and for our Be-
ginners’ Day in February 2012.  I saw the judges doing their rounds, 
popping in and out with their clipboards.  Pip and myself were on 
the front table selling the BBKA pocket books and asking for dona-
tions to help the research programme.  We were asked to pose for a 
photograph for the press, which we did and then promptly sold them 
a pocket book.  Well, who could resist such a charming young lady 
asking them for a donation? 
  

Sales went well throughout the day and we were continuously busy until about 4pm when the crowds 
started to thin, though this was when we started to get the people who had been in the beer tent all 
day.  They asked silly questions but we soon moved them on by telling them we are going to let the bees 
out soon to fly home!   
 
Continues 
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My Day at the Cranleigh Show 



Chairman, Tom Moore shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
 
It has certainly been an ‘interesting’ year as far as nectar flows and the gathering of honey go.  Maybe in-

stead of ‘interesting’ I should say ‘variable’ or ‘up and down’.  However you say it, 
we had a great start followed by near-starvation in early summer, and have had a 
good late flow that missed the second honey extraction but has left our bees needing 
less feeding than in recent years.  Because of this we started feeding later than 
usual, on 23rd September.  As I write this we are due to have a hot and sunny week, 
and the bees are likely to be foraging well, so it is a bit of a guessing game as to 
what to do for the best.  Do we keep feeding (if they will take it) and risk over-
filling the hives, crowding out any laying space, and even potentially triggering late 

and useless swarming?  Or do we stop for a while, and continue later, risking un-sealed syrup that could 
ferment in the hives? 
 
For the last four years we have added Vitafeed Green to our autumn feed, giving each hive up to five litres 
of this tonic, then continuing with regular syrup.  We have no way of knowing if it has any beneficial ef-
fect, but we have not lost a single colony in any of those winters, so we are unwilling to change what we 
do, just in case.  Maybe 2011-2012 will be the winter that teaches us a lesson and brings us back to aver-
ages……..  I will report on what happens, when all is clear in spring. 
 
So, back to the feeding.  What we will do is give the Vitafeed, and when the hives have taken their ration 
we will pause to give them time to process it.  Then we will resume feeding so that they can top up and seal 
what they have.  I just hope that the fullest hives don’t burst at the seams! 
 
The other thing to ponder on this month is the number of hives.  One element of our 2011 plan was to end 
the season with no more than twenty hives.  Failed!  Currently uniting a few, we will still have 27 in total, 
all of reasonable strength though a few are a little on the small side. (Actually, number 27 is the unexpected 
small swarm that arrived with a tattered queen, about which I wrote last month.  The bee numbers are low,  
 
Continues 

More from Moore - The Feeding Season  

Continued from Page 4 
 
Derek, Elizabeth and Joseph sold out of honey and had a good day on their products as well.  We all got to 
sample Joseph's fudge as Derek was trying to sell the last few bags.   
 
Packing up doesn't take very long, though we had trouble taking the gazebo down and ended up trap-
ping Roger in the middle as the frame was closed!   After saying our goodbyes, Roger returned the bees to 
the apiary and I returned home to unpack after a very successful day.   
  
Oh yes, nearly forgot to say, we won The Flux Trophy for the Best Trade stand and most educational! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mike 
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We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you would like to contribute to future newsletters please send 
articles and photographs to: 

Graham Elliott, Hon. Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month 
grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

MEMBERS' COUNTY NEWSLETTER 
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Continued from Page 5 
 
but we have decided to keep them in one of Paynes’ polynucs for the winter and see if that helps them to 
survive.)  We could go through winter with 27, expecting some losses, and deal with any remaining ex-
cess in spring; or we could unite more of the smaller colonies to reduce the number but make each one 
stronger.   Uniting means choosing which queen to keep – and that, for me, is the thing that tends to bias 
my view towards keeping more over winter.  There are few easy, obvious answers in beekeeping, it 
seems. 
 
Probably the most significant beekeeping thing in October is that there is almost none to do.  At last we 
can catch up with some of the things, and people, neglected all summer.  I hope you can enjoy doing the 
same. 
 

Tom 


